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ON PHOTOGRAPHY

http://www.shps.org.au/


From the President’s Desk

I would like to welcome the new and returning members to the Committee for 2009/10 as 
elected at the recent AGM. Toni Valentine has retired as President from the Committee, but 
not from her activities within SHPS. I wish to thank Toni for her hard work as leader of the 
Organisation for the last few years and look forward to her support in the year ahead. I also 
wish to thank Greg Searle, retiring Treasurer, for his terrific performance in keeping the 
books since SHPS’s inception. 

We are pleased that Ray Cooper is continuing as Secretary and Editor of our professional 
monthly newsletter, On Photography. Our newsletter is highly spoken about by other camera 
clubs.

The new members of the Committee are:

President:  Martin Flaxman

Vice President:  Vacant- awaiting late nominee

Secretary:  Ray Cooper

Treasurer:  Graham Bell

Competition Secretary: Mark Kelly

Publicity Officer:  Mike Frakes

Newsletter Editor:  Ray Cooper

Field Trip Organiser:  Nicolet Westerhof

Web Site Manager:  Ray Cooper

Membership Liaison:  Mike Nolan

The Committee will be having its first meeting soon and would like to hear from you about 
suggestions for next year’s programme.

The Tulip Time sub-committee is well advance with its planning. We have 4 major Sponsors 
so far and Pru Goward MP, Member for Goulburn, will be opening the Exhibition on 18 
September at 6:00 pm. We encourage all of our members to attend.

We also invite you to submit framed images to exhibit. If you do not have an entry form, 
they are available from Ray and should be completed by 18 August.

We have printed 500 Tulip Time business cards which are available for our members to 
distribute to shops, businesses, etc. The reverse side provides general information about our 
club. These cards are available from the Committee or at the next Competition on 18 
August.

Martin Flaxman
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WHAT’S ON NEXT: COMING IN AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2009
18th August, 2009

Competition – Open – Phil Ramsden
15th September, 2009

Presentation – Kirsten Jeffcoat
29th September, 2009

Competition – Set Subject – Planes, Trains & Automobiles – John Alessi
18th – 29th September, 2009

Tulip Time Exhibition

TULIP TIME EXHIBITION
2009 will mark the Society’s fifth year. As such we would like to make our annual Tulip 
Time Exhibition [18th – 29th September] in the Old Bowral Town Hall a special 
presentation of the work of all our members. Remember that many of you have gained 
merit awards in competitions & these images could & should be displayed. And 
images by those who may not have received anything in competition are just as 
important part of the Society’s work. 
Entry forms should be returned to the Exhibition Committee by 18th August – up to five 
images per member can be exhibited in accordance with the entry conditions.

ON PHOTOGRAPHY

Firstly, congratulations to Phil Belbin for his award of Champion of Champions at the South 
Coast & Southern Tablelands Show Society’s photographic competition, & to Nicolet 
Westerhof who came second. I also managed to gain an acceptance in the Creative Section of the 
Australian Digital Photographic Awards [missed out by one point in getting two images in the 
Open Section]. The final judging will take place Friday 14th August.

The AGM saw the election of our new committee, with a mix of old & new faces. Martin has 
listed the new committee in his note above. The new committee will start composing the 
programme for 2010 so if anyone has suggestions as to what they would like to see on the 
programme, please email me.

Membership fees will be due by 31st August, 2009 - $55.00 per person / $100.00 per couple. 

Our meeting on the 18th of this month is an open competition with Phil Ramsden assessing 
the entries. As usual, I am sure we will provide him with some excellent images to judge. 

In September we have two meetings: on the 15th we will have a return visit from Kirsten 
Jeffcoat, the Public Programmer for the Goulburn Regional Art Gallery. Kirsten was the judge 
for our July 2008 “Time” competition, after which she showed us some of her images from the 
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Kimberley Region of Western Australia. She is coming back to show us these in more detail & to 
talk about her photography.

The 29th is a set subject competition – Planes, Trains & Automobiles – with John Alessi judging.

ROOKWOOD CEMETERY…
6 photographers, 4 from our Society and 2 from Macarthur Photographic Society braved the 
chilly and haunting morning at Rookwood Cemetery…

Night was still upon us as we arrived, the darkness enveloping our imaginations as we ventured 
into the cemetery…

The Sun slowly began to emanate from the horizon, its warm glowing colours Nature’s 
backdrop to the sentinels all around us…

Slowly, but slowly, subject matter crept upon our imaginations as we began to identify 
compositional delights!

The Sun though, decided it would operate from behind the clouds, giving a soft, peaceful light. 
There were no shadows, just a pervasive softness, and a gentleness that was all around us…

The morning drew on, as did our wanderings, and we sampled the different architectural 
designs in the cemetery.

Many photographs taken, we decided we would leave this place of quiet and remembrance, but 
for now only, as we are sure to make its acquaintance again for there are many more 
experiences to be had. Thank you to Nicolet, Gus, Dawn, Stephen Bailey and Frank Albrech 
for attending. Until we meet again…

David Johnson.

Quote: A Ming vase can be well-designed and well-made and is beautiful for that reason alone. 
 I don't think this can be true for photography.  Unless there is something a little incomplete 
and a little strange, it will simply look like a copy of something pretty.  We won't take an interest 
in it.  ~John Loengard, "Pictures Under Discussion"
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ON EDUCATION

 The Centre for Continuing Education & Sydney University will be conducting a 
three day photo weekend at Murrumburrah in the southwest of NSW plus two additional 
days from 17th – 28th September, 2009. Textures, dirt, cloudscapes, open valleys, old 
homesteads, red rust, rivers and mist. It's all there to be captured in this dynamic and 
exclusive two-night, three-day photo excursion. Based in the historic Murrumburrah 
region of NSW, the weekend will combine fun, informative lectures with location shoots, 
helping you develop your photographic skills in a relaxing environment far from the 
urban sprawl. 

Contact the Centre http://www.cce.usyd.edu.au/cce/course.do?id=null&course=013784   
for further information & registration. There is also a gallery of images from the 
September, 2008 workshop.

The Centre also has other photographic study tours to Tasmania & Kenya, Tanzania & 
Zanzibar [for the adventurous] as well as a wide range of other workshops ranging from 
basic photography, photo book design, travel photography, understanding HDR 
photography, Adobe Photoshop. For full details, go to www.cce.usyd.edu.au.

 The Ballarat International Foto Biennale will be held at Ballarat, Victoria from 4th 

September – 4th October, 2009. The Biennale was previously held at Daylesford but has 
out grown the facilities available at Daylesford & has moved from this year to Ballarat. Its 
mission statement is: ‘To raise the profile of photography as a legitimate art form, and to 
raise the profile of Australian photographers and Australian photography on the world 
stage…’. The Biennale is a month long programme of exhibitions, workshops, seminars, 
lectures. Workshops at Ballarat include Understanding Digital Colour & Fine Print 
Making amongst others. A series of workshops on alternative print processing will also be 
held at the Gold Street Gallery at Trentham. For full details of exhibitions & workshops, 
go to www.ballaratfoto.org. 

I attended the last biennale held at Daylesford in June 2007 &, apart from almost freezing to death in  
maximum 30 temperatures, came back suffering somewhat from foto overload. Exhibitions were held all  
over Daylesford, in retail outlets, coffee shops & galleries. Much of the works presented were very good,  
some below our standard. I attended one workshop on monochrome printing & learnt quite a lot. All in  
all the Biennale was well worth the visit & I expect the upcoming one will prove to be a great success. Ray

 The Australian Photographic Society’s annual convention, APSCON, will be held in 
Victor Harbour, SA between 3rd & 9th October, 2009. APSCON provides a varied 
programme of exhibitions, lectures, workshops, tours and social events. A diverse range 
of top quality photographers are always on the programme. Go to 
www.australianphotographicsociety.org.au & click on the APSCON link.
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       RAY COOPER                                                                                                            STRANGE CHARACTERS, EUMUNDI 
MARKETS

ON EXHIBITION

Canberra

• National Portrait Gallery, King Edwards Terrace, Parkes – Vanity Fair Portraits: 
Photographs 1913 - 2008. The exhibition is a photographic history of celebrity portraiture, 
including the works of master photographers such as Edward Steichen and Cecil Beaton from 
Vanity Fair's first period (1913-1936) to Annie Leibovitz and Mario Testino, since the magazine's 
re-launch in 1983. The National Portrait Gallery is the sole venue in Australia to host this travelling 
exhibition. 5th June – 30th August 2009. 

Sydney

• Museum of Sydney: Shooting Through: Sydney by Tram. An exhibition for those of us 
young enough to remember Sydney’s trams & for those a little younger. In collaboration with the 
Sydney Tramway Museum at Loftus, this hands-on exhibition brings together tram memorabilia, 
photos and archival film spanning a one hundred year history from the first horse-drawn tram in 
Pitt Street in 1861 to the last electric tram (to La Perouse) in 1961. Experience the sights and 
sounds of the much-loved trams that played a crucial role in shaping Sydney. 4th April – 18th 

October, 2009.

• Point Light Gallery, Reservoir St, Surry Hills: Northern Exposures, an exhibition of 
photographs by Gordon Undy of the area around Chillagoe, west of Cairns, & of the north-west 
of the United States, together with abstract images by Ian Williams of Moreton Bay & Brisbane. 
18th July – 23rd August, 2009, Saturday – Sunday 11am – 5pm.
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• Australian Centre for Photography, 257 Oxford St, Paddington: Galleries 1 & 2: Australian 
Minescapes - Edward Burtynsky is one of the world's leading contemporary landscape 
photographers. His 'manufactured landscapes' have included stark images of recycling yards, mine 
tailings, quarries and refineries. This series of images, taken in the eastern goldfields and the Pilbara 
of Western Australia, continues his examination of natural landscapes modified by mankind in the 
pursuit of the raw materials required for our modern society.

• Australian Centre for Photography, Gallery 4: Interior Disaster - is a record of a 
decomposing household approximately eleven months after Cyclone Larry destroyed it. 
Francesca Rosa takes inventory of the peeling veneers and mouldy carpets as residual evidence 
of a crime by an absent and unknowable perpetrator. Rosa grew up in Innisfail and witnessed first 
hand the devastation Larry caused. Interior Disaster forms part of a larger body of work that focuses 
on the interface between people and their environments from various locations throughout Far 
North Queensland. Both exhibitions are on until 22nd August, 2009.

• Wood Works Gallery, Kings Highway, Bungendore Village. TWO OF A MIND - 6 Artists 
with more than one pursuit in mind: Fashion Designer PRUE ACTON OBE - painting; 
Australian Living Treasure, musician DON BURROWS AO MBE - photography; 
Restaurateur JASON CHEN - traditional Chinese painting and calligraphy; Magazine Publisher, 
Photographer & Graphic designer ELIZABETH HAWKES - painting ; former ABC News 
Presenter RICHARD MORECROFT - photography; Arts Educator & Author MERV 
MORIARTY, drawing. 17th July – 22nd August, 2009.

           

       RAY COOPER                                                                                                                                                                MINI BUSKERS, 
EUMUNDI MARKETS

On Photography_Vol 6_02_August 2009.doc - 7 -



THE LAST PAGE
August, 2009

Back from sunny Queensland Sunshine Coast to a 
cooler Southern Highlands – a delightful frost this 
morning. After staying in Brisbane for a few days, 
where I went to see the American Impressionist & 
Realist Exhibition at the Queensland Art Gallery, we 
then based ourselves at Mooloolaba, visiting Buderim, 
Montville, Maleny, Eumundi & Noosa. Much has 
changed since we spent our honeymoon at Buderim 35 
years ago. The area is blessed with an abundance of art 
& craft galleries, but sadly few galleries specializing in 
photography.

Much of the work – painting, sculpture, glasswork - 
exhibited in the many galleries I visited displayed a 
vibrancy & originality that was missing in the 
photographic galleries I went to. The images hanging 
in these galleries were, with a few exceptions, mundane 
& unoriginal – a mixture of landscapes done in the 
style of Ken Duncan or Peter Lik [but not as good] & 
nature shots of pelicans, parrots, flowers etc. Perhaps 
this is what the tourists & the public expect to see & 
are willing to pay for, so no criticism of the gallery 
owners for putting up these images. 

I expect however that this is to a large number of 
people what photography is all about – literal & 
representational & not expressive of concepts & ideas. 
There is certainly a place for literal images but I would 
like to see images which reflect different ways of 
seeing. As in the quote above by John Leongard, 
photography needs to be a little incomplete & a little 
strange.

There are many photography galleries which do 
display the ‘incomplete’ & ‘strange’ as well as the 
literal, just not the ones I visited. I perhaps expected 
more in an area where art in many ways is challenging.

Ray Cooper – Editor: renbravan@activ8.net.au RAY COOPER 
RESTRICTIONS
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